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Pastoral Care Council Meeting Minutes 
Approved 12/18/18 

 

Meeting Date:  November 20, 2018 Time:  6:00 – 8:00 PM  

 

Meeting 
Participants:  

Present Meeting Participants: Present 

Cathy Garvey, Chair X Deacon Jim Saumweber X 

Michael Bronk X Dallas Schute X 

Barb Nichols X   

    

    

Agenda Items Owner 

I.  Welcome and Opening Prayer 

The Meeting convened at 6:39pm in room 2317 of St. Odilia School.   

Michael recited the opening prayer.    

 

Cathy 

Michael 

II.  Approval of Minutes 

The draft Minutes of the October 16, 2018 regular monthly meeting emailed in advance of the 

meeting were approved as distributed.  Michael will submit them to the parish office for storing on 

the website.   

 

Action Items 

Submit Minutes for posting to the website – Michael 

 

Michael 

III.  PLC Update   

Barb reported the major items of discussion at October’s Parish Leadership Council Meeting.  

Among the topics were: 

1. The Bankruptcy Settlement should be resolved by the end of the year.   

2. In keeping with the Archdiocese’s commitment to acknowledge past abuses by clergy and 

others in authority, the Parish is initiating several activities as part of The Pledge to Heal. 

These include: 

a. A special prayer during Prayers of the Faithful once/month 

b. Eucharistic Adoration 10am – 8pm, 1st Friday of October thru May 

c. Fr Rask & Trustees met with representatives of the Office of Ministerial Standards & 

Safe Environment to plan a “town hall” type conversational meeting at St Odilia. 

     This town hall meeting will be open to all parishioners.  It will be facilitated by 

Archdiocesan Representatives and will include comments from victim survivors 

and Archbishop Hebda. 

3. The Archdiocese has a pilot series titled Missionary Discipleship.  There is a 3 – 4 week 

session at St Peter.  Attendees can gain tools needed to be missionary disciples.  The PLC 

will have a workshop on January 26 titled Living Your Strengths. 

4. The Fall Festival financial result is net overall income of $93,500 including $58,000 from 

the raffle alone (compared to $50,000 last year). 

Barb 
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5. Current fiscal year to date operating budget results through September reflect collections 

below budget by $32,000.  This is not atypical for 1st quarter results. 

6. Faith Formation enrollment is down from last year. 

7. Given that our remodeling capital campaign generated pledges that did not cover all of the 

construction costs, Fr Rask asked that parishioners consider extending their gift pledge by 

one more year.  This would bridge our funding gap and eliminate borrowing otherwise 

necessary to cover the shortfall. 

  

For full details of the PLC meeting, access the PLC Minutes on the Parish website.  

IV.  Staff Liaison Update 

Deacon Jim noted that all but one of his update items are separate Agenda topics and will be 

discussed according to the Agenda. 

The other topic is the upcoming evening with Archbishop Hebda, titled Evening for Justice, Peace 
and Healing.  Intended to be restorative discussion and healing conversation, the two-hour event 
commences at 6pm on Monday, December 3.  This will deal with the aftermath of the clergy 
sexual abuse crisis of the Catholic Church.  It will include time for individual table discussions and 
then sharing of those discussions with the entire audience.  Deacon Jim indicated that Parish 
Leadership is hoping for a strong turnout from the Ministry Councils and asked for volunteers to 
serve as scribes at a breakout table.  Cathy and Michael agreed to record; then present the 
highlights of their table’s discussion. 

 

Action Items 

 Attend Evening for Justice, Peace and Healing – All 

 Serve as table scribes on Monday, 12/3/19 – Cathy & Michael 

Deacon Jim  

V.  Feed My Starving Children 

Michael reported that there were 31 in the St Odilia group at Feed My Starving Children on 

Wednesday, November 7.  A short “thank you” writeup was submitted for the Bulletin.  

Additionally, he indicated that he had submitted an article about FMSC with pictures, for the 

upcoming Winter edition of The Messenger. 

He then noted that Anne Rodenberg, a 6th grade Girl Scout Leader had contacted him about 

participating in our FMSC packing group on April 6. 

He also conveyed that the founder of Feed My Starving Children, Richard Proudfit, passed away 

on November 13.  It was a trip to Honduras as part of a medical relief team in 1982 that moved 

him to start FMSC.  The St Paul native lived in Golden Valley at the time of his death. 

Our future packing dates chosen through July of next year are: Tuesday 2/12/19, Saturday 4/6/19, 

Tuesday 5/21/19 and Wednesday 7/17/19.   

 

Action Items 

 Coordinate the future registration process – Michael 

Michael 
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VI.  Advent Sharing Tree 

Deacon Jim reported his hope that the Advent Sharing Tree could be set up tomorrow.  Dallas and 

Michael agreed to assist him in the set up.  He indicated he has received a good response to his 

request for sharing tree activities and has some inventory of gift cards.  He is still in need of a 

second smaller tree.  Barb offered to donate a tree and will bring it next Monday.  This smaller 

tree will be used specifically for children.  It will contain ornament action requests that are geared 

to their abilities.  Deacon Jim noted that if actual presents are received, they will be donated to 

Sharing & Caring Hands as was done last year. 

Barb suggested and the Council agreed, that despite some inventory of gift cards, we should 

continue to place gift card request ornaments on the tree to ensure the continued receipt of these 

gifts.  

 

Action Items 

 Bring in a tree – Barb 

 Assist with Sharing Tree set up – Dallas & Michael 

Deacon Jim 

 

VII.  Divorced/ Separated Catholics Presentation  

Discussion of the presentation on Monday, November 12 by Amy Tadlock, Director of the 

Archdiocesan Tribunal revealed that the evening was considered successful and her presentation 

well received.  Her remarks were informative and attendees had personal questions for her after 

the formal presentation. 

Deacon Jim reported that he received only one response from attendees indicating an interest in a 

potential Divorced/Separated support group.  Cathy suggested that lack of interest from this 

audience in a support group might be that we didn’t reach the right audience for the support group 

question.  Perhaps too much emphasis was placed on Annulment vs Divorced/Separated.  Deacon 

Jim noted it may also indicate that the need is being served by other groups in the community. 

 

The Council agreed to query interest in a Divorced/Separated support group one more time by 

including a write-up in the Spring edition of The Messenger. 

 

Action Items 

 Place the topic on a Meeting Agenda in early 2019. – Cathy 

 

All 

 

VIII.  Dementia/Memory Loss Presentation – 7pm on 1/14/2019 

Cathy noted that she has already confirmed details with Teri Brustad for her presentation on 

dementia/memory loss on Monday January 14, 2019 in the Courtyard.  They plan to touch base 

again closer to the date.  Cathy will submit Bulletin & Pulpit announcements.  There will be 

refreshments but not a registration table.  Further details will be finalized at the December Council 

meeting. 

 

Action Items 

 Include a December Agenda item to finalize plans for Teri’s presentation – Cathy 

All 
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IX.  Dementia Friendly Congregation – next steps? 

Deacon Jim reported that in a conversation with the Parish Administrator, she was enthused about 

the possibility of having information sessions on this topic for the staff.  Tom & Becky Hayes are 

willing to participate.  This would likely require multiple sessions in order to reach the various 

subgroups of Parish staff.  At this time there is no further need for direct involvement of the PCC. 

 

Deacon Jim also noted that he, Tom and Becky have also conversed about a possible parishioner 

survey to further assess the need for changes to become a more dementia friendly congregation. 

 

Action Items 

 Work with Tom & Becky to develop and hold the training sessions – Deacon Jim 

 Include a future Agenda item to decide on the survey  – Cathy 

Deacon Jim 

 

X.  Spring Volunteer Thank You Event 

Potential dates for hosting a volunteer thank you event were discussed.  This event would be 

“limited” to PCC related volunteers but we need to consider if there are any “orphan” (not 

associated to any leadership Council) volunteer ministries.  A Friday shortly after Easter was 

considered best.  An inquiry will be made to determine if the Courtyard is available beginning at 

mid-morning on April 26 or May 3 2019.   

Action Items 

 Reserve the Courtyard beginning at mid-morning on 4/26 or 5/3/19 – Cathy 

 Continue planning & assign tasks at our next meeting – Cathy 

Cathy 

 

X.  Review & Adjournment 

We host Coffee & Donuts on 1/27/19.  We’ll set details at our December meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:55pm.  

Respectfully submitted:  Michael Bronk, Recorder 

 

***Reminders*** 

Upcoming events: Evening for Justice, Peace and Healing at 6pm on December 3. 

                              Presentation on Dementia/Memory Loss on 1/14/19. 

                              Host Coffee & Donuts on 1/27/19.  

                              FMSC packing events on 2/12/19, 4/6/19, 5/21/19 and 7/17/19. 

 

All articles written for the mass Bulletin or The Messenger should be sent to Deacon Jim for 

review before publication. 

Next Meeting (SHORT):  December 18, 2018    Prayer leader is Deacon Jim.  

(Later prayer leaders: Jan/Feb/Mar/Apr/May – Cathy/Dallas/Barb/Michael/Deacon Jim  

All 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacon Jim 

 


